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Introduction 

Though we’d all visited Cyprus previously, none of us had ever been based as far east as 

Protaras and a number of the sites visited on this trip were new to us all. Despite the rather 

tacky nature of the resort itself (not dissimilar to its near neighbour Ayia Napa), Protaras 

proved to be a good base, being particularly handy for Cape Greco where much of our birding 

was done. 

This part of the island turned out to be really under watched, a feature brought into sharp 

relief when we spent a few days at Paphos and it suited us to search for our own birds without 

the distraction of constantly bumping into other birders and feeling that we ought to go 

scurrying off after other people’s finds. Whilst we found no great rarities, it was a very 

enjoyable trip with highlights including good numbers of Pallid Harriers, a Pied Kingfisher, 

Spotted and Little Crakes, Ruppell’s and Orphean Warblers, Ortolan and Cretzschmar’s 

Buntings and much more. However, rather than any one species, perhaps the abiding memory 

of the trip will be reaching Cape Greco one breezy overcast morning after overnight rain to 

find the headland alive with birds, fields full of wagtails and wheatears, bushes dripping with 

warblers. 

Travel and accommodation 

In the absence of any cheap flights to Cyprus, our normal preferred option of booking our 

own flight, accommodation and car hire separately proved too expensive and the solution was 

a package deal. We went with First Choice Holidays; return flights from Manchester to 

Larnaca, 14 nights’ self-catering in the immodestly named Brilliant Apartments in Protaras 

and car hire cost a total of £1620.44 for the four of us. Flights were relatively hassle-free apart 

from unnecessarily long queues at a disorganised and understaffed First Choice check-in desk 

at Manchester. The Brilliant Apartments exceeded our expectations; the apartment was clean, 

spacious and comfy, the hotel itself modern and quiet with lots of facilities (including 

swimming pool, decent restaurant and bar) and the staff very helpful and friendly. However, it 

was early season and the place was by no means full; it will probably not be so quiet at busier 

times of year and, as all the apartments overlook the pool area, which is apparently the focus 

of the entertainment, it may not be quite so suitable for early-rising birders. Whilst there was 

no birding in the immediate vicinity of the apartments, apart from am almost constantly 

calling Black Francolin, we were only about 10 minutes’ drive away from Cape Greco. The 

car was less satisfactory, a Nissan Almeira from SIXT picked up efficiently enough at 

Larnaca airport, was not exactly in pristine condition with no rear screen wiper, lots of 

scratches and a rather disconcerting smell of burning in reverse gear. The upside was that we 

had no need to worry about adding a few extra bumps and bruises to the bodywork. 

Weather 

Rather mixed with just a handful of really warm sunny days and a fair amount of cool, breezy, 

showery conditions plus a couple of days with heavy thunderstorms. Birding light was from 

about 06.15 to about 19.30, leading to some long days in the field on occasions. 

Main Sites Visited 

For details and directions to all the main sites we visited we used Gosney’s Finding Birds in 

Cyprus (as with most of the Gosney guides, the bird information is often very dated but the 



directions remain largely accurate) plus A Birdwatchers Guide to Cyprus by Stagg and Hearl. 

A Birdwatching Guide to the Birds of Cyprus by Bill Oddie and Derek Moore lacked 

sufficient detail to be of much use. Extra information was gleaned from trip reports available 

on the internet. As most birders base themselves in Paphos, or at least that end of the island, 

especially in Spring, most of the trip reports we found were of limited use, the main exception 

being that by Margaret Breaks at http://breaksholidaypics.mysite.wanadoo-

members.co.uk/cyprus_05.htm We used the Cyprus Tourist Organisation maps of the island 

which proved just about adequate though something with a bit more detail would have been 

useful. 

Cape Greco 

This easterly headland is signposted from the Protaras to Ayia Napa road and, apart from the 

fenced off transmitter station, is easily accessed by a network of roads and tracks. It is, 

however, an extensive area with a variety of habitats ranging from open fields through rocky 

escarpments to dense scrub and therefore takes a lot of covering. All the more remarkable 

then that it apparently receives so little attention at peak migration times. Apart from 

ourselves, we met just one Norwegian birder with his son who was birding this site with any 

regularity. Given the same coverage, it would surely rival the much more famed Paphos Head 

for quality and numbers of birds. Migrant numbers here declined noticeably towards the end 

of our trip. 

    
Cape Greco, Derek McAlone  Masked Shrike, Cape Greco, Derek McAlone 

    
   Cyprus Pied Wheatear, Cape Greco, Ian Kinley     Spanish Sparrow, Cape Greco, Ian Kinley 



Birds seen here included Great White Egret, Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Purple Heron, Glossy 

Ibis, Pallid Harrier, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Red-footed Falcon, Hobby, Quail, Black 

Francolin, Collared Pratincole, Audouin’s Gull, Alpine Swift, Crag Martin, Red-rumped 

Swallow, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Bee-eater, Roller, Red-throated Pipit, 

Tawny Pipit, Short-toed Lark, Spanish Sparrow, Black-eared Wheatear, Cyprus Pied 

Wheatear, Isabelline Wheatear, Spectacled Warbler (abundant here), Subalpine Warbler, 

Ruppell’s Warbler, Orphean Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler, Cyprus Warbler, Masked Shrike, 

Woodchat Shrike, Red-backed Shrike, Rock Thrush, Blue Rock Thrush, Collared Flycatcher, 

Ortolan Bunting and Cretzschmar’s Bunting. 

      
     Ruppell’s Warbler, Cape Greco, Ronnie Irving Ortolan Bunting, Cape Greco, Derek McAlone 

(videograb) 

Kermia Beach 

A site where Margaret Breaks had found Great Black-headed Gull in 2005 failed to produce 

anything so spectacular for us but nevertheless proved attractive to Audouin’s Gull. It was, in 

any event, quick and easy to check, being reached by a track from the road east of Ayia Napa 

and just east of the Kermia Beach Hotel opposite the Limnara Taverna. Apart from Audouin’s 

Gulls, it was a reliable site for Spanish Sparrow and also produced Little Egret, Black 

Francolin, Slender-billed Gull and Masked Shrike. 

Akhna Dam 

    
  Great Spotted Cuckoo, Akhna Dam, Derek McAlone          Kentish Plover, Akhna Dam, Ian Kinley 

Since RI last visited this site virtually all the reedbeds had gone and much of the bankside 

vegetation had died. We read that the water level had been artificially raised to suit fishing 

interests and that much of the vegetation had been removed to provide additional bank space 

for anglers. Even though it looked ugly and a shadow of its former self, the reservoir still 



attracts good birds. Species we recorded here included Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Glossy 

Ibis, Long-legged Buzzard, Black Francolin, Spur-winged Plover, Kentish Plover, Marsh 

Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Olivaceous Warbler, Wood Warbler and 

Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler. 

Paralimni Lake 

Whilst “lake” is something of a misnomer these days, this site remains well worth visiting  

even though the areas of open water are small and somewhat unprepossessing. It’s not the 

easiest of places to find it has to be said and 

we got lost on a number of occasions before 

finding our way to profitable birding areas. 

These turned out to be on the west side close 

to the village of Sotira (wet areas here are 

apparently sometimes referred to as Sotira 

pools) and, to a lesser extent, on the northern 

edge accessed from between Deryneia and 

Paralimni. There were pools on the east side 

of the lake but, as our visits here were always 

in late afternoon or evening when the light 

was awful on that side, we never explored 

though we did on one occasion see a distant  

            Paralimni Lake, Derek McAlone                   flock of c50 pratincoles apparently land in 

that area. It would probably have merited further investigation. 

In the course of a number of visits, species found here included Night Heron, Purple Heron, 

Squacco Heron, Little Bittern, Marsh Harrier, Spotted Crake, Little Crake, Black Francolin, 

Spur-winged Plover, Temminck’s Stint, Marsh Sandpiper, Tawny Pipit, Short-toed Lark, 

Great Reed Warbler, Woodchat Shrike and Masked Shrike. 

Oroklini Marsh.  

 
Oroklini Marsh, Ronnie Irving 

This was, prior to this trip, an unknown site to us and we found little reference to it in the 

literature but it proved the best wetland in the east of the island and, contrary to what we read 

in one trip report, easily accessed and viewable. Go north from Larnaca on the motorway, 

leaving at the Oroklini exit No 58. Follow signs to the beach and after a few hundred metres 

you will see the marsh immediately beside the road. There is a parking area on the north side 

on the right and on the road to Kampos next to the marsh on the south side from which a 

driveable track leads into the middle of the area. Somewhat to our surprise, water levels rose 

considerably during our stay. 



    
 Glossy Ibis & Black-winged Stilt, Oroklini Marsh   Marsh Sandpiper, Oroklini Marsh, Ian Kinley 

 Derek McAlone 

Birds here included Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Purple Heron, Glossy Ibis, Pallid Harrier, 
Marsh Harrier, Common Crane, Black Francolin, Spur-winged Plover, Temminck’s Stint, 
Marsh Sandpiper (plus a good variety of commoner waders), Whiskered Tern, Pallid Swift, 
Red-rumped Swallow, Red-throated Pipit, Spectacled Warbler and Great Reed Warbler. 

Larnaca Sewage Works and nearby wetlands 

The sewerage works consist of two plastic lined man-made pools, viewable only from a 

purpose built hide giving the elevation necessary to see over the raised embankment. In dry 

conditions, it’s possible to drive right to the hide in an ordinary vehicle but after rain, unless 

you’ve got a 4x4, you’ll need to park a couple of hundred metres away and walk the rest. We 

were slightly disappointed by the relative lack of birds on our first couple of visits but both 

the numbers and quality increased later on. Whilst this site may be best in autumn when there 

are few alternative areas of water available, it is still an excellent spring venue. There are 

several other wetland areas nearby, the ones we visited being Spiro’s Pool, Larnaca Airport 

Pool (this may not be the correct name for this site but there was nothing more specific in any 

of the literature we had) and Meneou Pools. Larnaca Airport Pool lies alongside the road 

between the Meneou junction and the track to the Sewerage Works and consists of a large 

area of open water with little vegetation that attracted Greater Flamingos and a variety of 

waders, gulls and terns. Spiros Pool, located beyond the Sewerage Works where the road 

heads north alongside the shore, is shallow and more vegetated, proving good for small 

waders. Meneou Pools were less easy to view and relatively unproductive. We didn’t get to 

Larnaca Salt Lake or the Tekki Mosque area. 


